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" The lack of ^interest in public affairs which is
characteristic of most members of the Upper House is
unquestionably due in part to the unsuitable conditions
which governed the foundation and development of that
body. As a consequence most members of the House
have no active connection with the public life of the
country, and are never in close sympathy with it. There
are politicians who still remember the energetic and
effective part which was taken in State affairs by the
old First Chamber, which has now been replaced by the
Upper House, and the corresponding interest thus aroused
among the public of that day by its debates, which were
really of greater importance, and showed greater intel-
lectual capacity than the proceedings in the Lower House.
Whoever remembers this cannot see without regret how
little of that importance and influence now remains to
the Upper House in its present form.

" This defect does not lie solely in the inadequacy
of the ties which connect the XJpper House since
its extension with the country at large, for even
in its present shape and composition the Prussian Senate
would still enjoy greater consideration if the Govern-
ment would only give it more importance. As it is,
the Government contributes by the arrangements which
it makes for conducting the business of the Legislature,
as well as by the selection of members, to restrict the
share taken by the Upper House in the work of legisla-
tion, and to render that restriction permanent. Under
this system, the preliminary discussions in the Com-
mittees and current affairs are for the most part dealt
with by members who reside in the capital, the majority
of whom are retired officials, more or less dissatisfied on
account of their retirement. We believe we do not
over-estiftiate whea we reckon that these Berlin mem-
bers, together with a few representatives of the larger
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